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 Max Mike Prosise
 Maggie Cecilee Von Rhea
 Saunders  Michael Steen
 Tito Merelli Casey Long
 Maria Breelyn Mehrtens
 Frank, the Bellhop Andrew Hart
 Diana Kirby Toalson
 Julia Chris Taber
The action takes place in a hotel suite in Cleveland, Ohio in 1938.
Act I
Scene 1 Early afternoon on a Saturday in September
Scene 2: Four hours later
There will be one 15-minute intermission. Refreshments available in the lobby.
Act II
Scene 1: Late that night, after the performance






 Stage Manager Angela Arwine* 
 Assistant Technical Director Seth Gelke
 Hair/Wig Design  Michael Steen*
 Properties Co-Coordinators Ariella Cohen*, Rachel McGrath*
 Audio Operator Jason Swed*
 Light Board Operator Jillian Taylor Babb* 
 Make-up consultant Michelle Mills
 Scenic and Lighting Crew  Angela Arwine*, Jillian Taylor Babb*, 
Mary Brummer*, Margaret Carroll*, 
Lesley Chumbley, Ariella Cohen*, Andrew 
Hart*,  Ruben Ivy*, Laura Lindemann, 
Casey Long*, Lily Maclin*, Rachel 
McGrath*, Breelyn Mehrtens*, Brandon 
Moore*, Elizabeth Mueller*, Rebecca 
Ogwal*, Amy Randall* Britta Rea, Matt 
Rowlen, Jarod Spohrer*, Jason Swed*, 
Kirby Toalson*, Mollie B. Vigardt *.
 Run Crew Ariella Cohen*, Rachel McGrath*
 Costume Run Crew/Maintenance Laura Adrian*, Lily Maclin* 
 Costume Construction Crew  Anna Adrian, Laura Adrian*, Ariella 
Cohen*, Lily Maclin*, Rachel McGrath*, 
Breelyn Mehrtens*, Rebecca Ogwal*, 
Kirby Toalson*, Cecilee Von Rhea*. 
 Ticket Office Manager Dallas Street
 Ticket Office Assistant Amy Randall*
 House Manager Michelle Mills
 Assistant House Manager Mollie B. Vigardt*
Theatre Staf f
 Artistic Director Randi Collins Hard
 Technical Director David G. Dillman
 Facility Technical Director Bernard Wolff
 Theatre Marketing Coordinator Dallas Street
 Theatre Advisory Board  Thomas Caulfield, David Dillman, 
Breelyn Mehrtens*, student 
representative, Randi Collins Hard, Carl 
Meyer, ex officio, Casey Long*, student 
representative, Tim Schirmer, Dallas 
Street, Nancy Sutton, Bernard Wolff
*Parkland College theatre major
Cast Biographies
Andrew Hart* (Frank, the Bellhop) Andrew is very excited to be in his first pro-
duction at Parkland College.  Although this is his first show with the college, he 
is no stranger to the stage.  Originally from Mahomet, Illinois, he performed with 
the Mahomet-Seymour High School drama club most recently as Lefou in their 
production of Beauty and the Beast.  He would like to thank Thom for giving him 
this opportunity, the entire cast for making him feel right at home, and he looks 
forward to future productions at Parkland College.
Casey Long* (Tito Merelli) This is Casey’s sixth performance at Parkland. You may 
have most recently seen him in The Full Monty at the Station Theatre. Previous 
Parkland performances include The Pillowman, The Miracle Worker, A Christmas 
Carol, The Murder Room, and Harvey. Thanks to Thom and this fantastic cast and 
crew for everything!!
Breelyn Mehrtens* (Maria) Breelyn is absolutely thrilled to be taking the 
Parkland stage once  more.  Previous roles include Mrs. Keller in The Miracle 
Worker, a fluffy cloud and air nymph in Flight of the Lawnchair Man, and Mrs. 
Cratchit in A Christmas Carol.  She would like to thank the director, cast (Best. Cast. 
Ever.), crew, and her past and present teachers — acting and otherwise — as well 
as friends and family. All of her love to her amazing, supportive, loving Lion.  “See 
you in the car!”
Mike Prosise (Max) Mike Prosise has taken part in over 70 productions in the CU 
and Chicago areas.  There is a lot of great theatre throughout Champaign-Urbana, 
do yourself a favor and see it all!  Lots of love to my BKR! The Bird = The Word
Michael Steen (Saunders) Michael is very excited to be part of such a wonderful 
cast. Parkland  audiences may remember him as Officer Lockstock in Urinetown, 
Captain Tempest in Return to the Forbidden Planet, or as Pan in Bat Boy the Musical. 
Thanks to Thom for making this show such a blast to perform.
Chris Taber (Julia) Chris is excited to be back on the Parkland stage!  You may 
have last seen her here in Laughing Stock as “Sarah” in the fall of ‘07.  She would 
like to thank the fantastic cast and crew and knows that playing Parkland with 
Thom Schnarre at the helm is always a great experience.  Chris’s day job is teach-
ing Drama at Franklin Middle School in Champaign.  She sends love and gratitude 
to her su  pportive family - “Kisses to Sterling, Annie, and Wyatt!”
Kirby Toalson* (Diana) Kirby is a theatre major at Parkland College and is happy 
to be a part of such a wonderful cast. She would like to thank everyone who is a 
part of this show and her friends and family for their support. It has been such a 
wonderful experience, and she is glad to have experienced it.
Cecilee Von Rhea* (Maggie) Cecilee is a freshman here at Parkland College. She 
has previously performed in Miss Saigon as Kim, Marian in The Music Man, and 
Penelope in The Odyssey. She is thrilled to be apart of this amazing show and 
would like to thank the cast and crew for all of their dedication and hard work. 
She would also like to thank her family for their unending love and support.
Staf f Biographies
Angela Arwine* (Stage Manager)  This is Angela’s second year in the Parkland 
Theatre program and she couldn’t be more thrilled to be helping with another 
Parkland show! This is her first time Stage Managing a show here at Parkland and 
she has really enjoyed it. She would like to thank all her friends and family for their 
support and love. She would also like to thank Thom and this wonderful cast for 
such a great experience! Break a leg everyone! 
David G. Dillman (Technical Director) Starting this year, David has been the pro-
duction Technical Director at Parkland College Theatre for a decade.  In that time 
he has built a couple of shows. Among those are Sweeney Todd, Sunday in the Park 
with George, Man of LaMancha, Urinetown, Forever Plaid, Return to the Forbidden 
Planet, and Flight of the Lawnchair Man. He has also built A Christmas Carol which 
will be going on its third year here at the Parkland Theatre So, with the thanks to 
a small but very dedicated and talented staff, and of course, to his best friend and 
spouse, Debbi, we hope you will enjoy our season.
Randi Jennifer Collins Hard (Costume Designer) Randi gives credit and thanks 
to her mother for nurturing her love of the theatre. She earned a BS in Education 
from Bucknell University, and a MA in Theatre and MFA in Directing from the 
University of Illinois. At Parkland College, Randi is the artistic director of the the-
atre, program director and professor.  Her directing career includes over 70 plays 
and musicals, including 17 world premieres. Some of her Parkland theatre credits 
include: Flight of the Lawnchair Man, The Pillowman, Five Kinds of Silence, To Kill A 
Mockingbird, Spoon River Anthology, Visiting Hour, The Exonerated, The Skin of Our 
Teeth, Assassins, The Laramie Project, Crimes of the Heart, Sunday in the Park with 
George, Man of La Mancha, Five Golden Rings, Lady Day at Emerson’s Bar and Grill, 
Agnes of God, Sweeney Todd, Labors of Love, Chicago, and Futures. She also fre-
quently designs costumes under various pseudonyms.  She hopes that everyone 
will respect the delicate ecology of their delusions. Circla Life!
Thomas V. Korder (Scenic Designer) Tom hails from Minnesota and has com-
pleted degrees at Southern Methodist University and University of Minnesota. He 
has been the technical director at the Krannert Center for the Performing Arts and 
assistant professor in the University of Illinois Department of Theatre since 1989, 
and is currently the interim chair of Scenic Technology. Mr. Korder has worked for a 
variety of performing arts organizations, including Fort Worth Ballet, TW Designs 
(a commercial production company), and Shakespeare Festival of Dallas. Since 
beginning his academic career in 1984, Mr. Korder has taught lighting and tech-
nology at universities in Pennsylvania, Indiana, and Illinois. Currently he teaches 
graduate coursework in Fluid Power, Motors and Motor Control, Health & Safety, 
and Technical Management. He has been an investigator on research projects in 
“Application of Industrial Motion Control Systems to Moving Theatrical Scenery” 
and the “ Application of Industrial Fluid Power Systems to Theatrical Scenery”. He 
is very active with the United States Institute for Theatre Technology; notably he 
served for three years as Commissioner for the Technical Production Commission 
and as the Vice Commissioner / Exhibits Project Manager for the US entry into 
the 2007 Prague Quadrennial. He was also selected as the 2006 USITT Midwest 
Section Founder’s Award winner. He is the founder and principal associate of 
Olympian Performing Arts Design & Technology.
*Parkland College theatre major
Staf f Biographies
Charles A. Miericke (Lighting Designer) Charles is happy to be back at Parkland 
working with some very talented people on one of his favorite shows.  Special 
thanks to Randi, Dave, and Bernie for all of their guidance and support.  Enjoy 
the show!
Thomas Schnarre (Director) Thom, an associate professor of English at Parkland, 
is thrilled to be directing his fifth production for Parkland College Theatre.  His 
previous efforts included: Laughing Stock, The Polar Bear Exhibit, Angels in America 
Part I: Millennium Approaches, and The Miss Firecracker Contest.  He has also ap-
peared in Parkland productions of Flight of the Lawnchair Man, Wonder of the 
World, The Laramie Project, A Christmas Carol, Out of Order, Black Coffee, 1776, and 
Cabaret. Lend Me a Tenor has been a chance for him to revisit his mother, Ann’s 
love of old movie comedies from the 30s and 40s.  He has thought of her sharing 
these films with him often during his research and direction of this wonderful 
piece and dedicates this production to her memory.  He wishes to thank his gifted 
cast for bringing so much life and talent to this production and for trusting his 
“Looney Tunes” sensibilities.  He also wishes to thank the tireless efforts of his 
staff: Randi, Tom, Dave, Charles, Josh, Michael Steen, Michelle, Tim, Angela, Dallas, 
Bernie and all of the scholarship students and majors who have given their all to 
make this production a success.
Joshua D. Stewart (Audio Designer) Joshua is excited to once again be design-
ing for the Parkland stage.  Aside from Parkland, Joshua has designed, stage 
managed and crewed shows for The Kalamazoo Civic Theatre, The Little Theatre 
On The Square, Festival 56, Champaign-Urbana Theatre Company, Actors’ Rural 
Theatre Company, and the Illinois State University School of Theatre.  Recent area 
design credits include Tommy, The Miracle Worker, and Flight of the Lawnchair Man. 
Joshua would like to thank Thom for the opportunity, Bree for being awesome, 




Saturday, October 24, 2009
7:30 PM
Faith United Methodist Church
1719 S. Prospect Ave., Champaign 
Order tickets online at  
www.PrairieEnsemble.org,  
or call 217-355-9077.
Pre-concert box dinners are available. 




















Lisa Gaye Dixon, director
Oct 8-10; Oct 14-17; Oct 18  // Studio Theatre
HIP HOP PROJECT:  
INSIGHT INTO THE HIP HOP GENERATION
By Steve Broadnax 
Aaron Todd Douglas, guest director
Oct 15-17; Oct 22-24; Oct 25 // Colwell Playhouse
THE CRUCIBLE
By Arthur Miller 
Robert G. Anderson, director
Oct 29-31; Nov 4-7; Nov 8 // Studio Theatre
KILLER JOE
By Tracy Letts
Bob Quinlan, guest director
Feb 11-13; Feb 17-20; Feb 21 // Studio Theatre
A HISTORY OF THE AMERICAN FILM
By Christopher Durang; Music by Mel Marvin 
Tom Mitchell, director
Mar 4-6; Mar 11-13; Mar 14 // Colwell Playhouse
HE AND SHE
By Rachel Crothers
Deb Alley, guest director
Apr 1-3; Apr 7-10; Apr 11 // Studio Theatre
On Wednesdays and Thursdays, 
get 2 tickets for the price of 1 for all shows!
 
Grotto of Broken Dreams, acrylic on canvas, 20” x 72”, 2000
Museum of Mystery: 
A Thirty-year Bannerline of 
Paintings by Glen C. Davies 
October 5 – November 17, 2009
Reception: Thursday, October 15, 6–8 pm
2400 West Bradley Avenue
Champaign, IL 61821-1899
217/351-2485 • www.parkland.edu/gallery
The Parkland Art Gallery’s fall hours are: 
Monday – Friday • 10am – 3pm 
Monday – Thursday • 6pm – 8pm 
Saturday • 12 noon – 2pm
Lend us a TEN or
a FIVE or
a ONE!
United Way of Champaign County supports the basic needs and 
positive youth development of our community.  Whether helping 
the Boys and Girls Clubs, Crisis Nursery or supporting the Eastern 
Illinois Foodbank and their Back Pack Buddies program – your role 
is vital! So look for the United Way display in the Theatre Lobby 
and, if you can, LEND US A FIVE… OR A TENER!
Tickets 
All seats for theatre events are available by reservation.  Reservations may be made by call-
ing 217/351-2528 or sending e-mail to theatre@parkland.edu.  The ticket office is open two 
hours before every performance.  Discount prices are available to students, school children, 
senior citizens, and organized groups of 15 or more. For information on group sales please 
call 217/373-3874.
Rentals 
The theatre can be rented for conferences, lectures, musical events, dance concerts, and the-
atrical productions.  Rental of the space can be daily or weekly.  In addition, props, costumes, 
and stock scenery are available for rent.  Please call 217/353-2341 for more information.
Volunteers 
Parkland College is your community college theatre. We would like to meet you and wel-
come your help backstage on our productions.  Opportunities exist for building and paint-
ing scenery, hanging lights, make-up and hair, sewing and costuming, making props, and 
ushering.  No experience is necessary.  We also encourage high school students interested in 
the arts to experience the process firsthand.  Please call 217/351-2531 for more information.
Parking 
Parking lots C4 and M1 are adjacent to the theatre.  Allow extra time for parking on the 
Wednesday and Thursday evening performances while college classes are in session.  
House Policies 
• All tickets are for general admission, non-reserved seating with the exception of groups of 
15 or more who, with advance purchase of tickets, may have a block of seats reserved.  
• Taking photographs or using recording devices during the performance is strictly prohib-
ited. In consideration of our seated patrons and performers, latecomers will be seated at the 
discretion of the house manager.  
• Please, no eating, drinking, or smoking in the theatre. Cough drops are available from the 
ushers as a courtesy to our patrons. 
• Please turn off all cellular telephones and pagers before the performance begins.
Contributions 
Tax deductible monetary gifts can be made through the Parkland College Foundation in 
support of the theatre.  Your gift can be for general support or you may specify that it be 
used to support individual awards.  The Randall Millas Theatre Scholarship Fund provides 
tuition, books, and fees for one year to a sophomore theatre major.  The Theatre Production 
Award Fund provides a cash award for a student who excels in technical theatre produc-
tion.  The Susan and Derek Kraybill Musical Theatre Award provides a cash award for a music 
student with exceptional participation in musical theater productions.  Please call 217/351-
2529 for more information.
Donation of clothing, furniture, hats, jewelry, shoes, and other accessories are appreciated 
for use in our theatre productions and may be arranged by calling 217/351-2531.
Comments 
Your opinions are very important to us! If you have a compliment, criticism, or suggestion, 
please call us at 217/351-2529 or write to Parkland College Theatre, 2400 West Bradley Av-
enue, Champaign, IL 61821-1899.
Parkland College ensures equal educational opportunities are offered to all students regardless of race, color, national ori-
gin, gender, gender expression, disability, sexual orientation, veteran/Vietnam veteran era, age, or religion, and is Section 
504/ADA compliant. For additional information or accommodations, call 217/351-2551.
